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Henry J. Cadbury papers

1910-1974

30.0 Linear feet 60 boxes, 15,000 items

60 document boxes (30 linear ft., ca. 15,000 items

English

Papers of the notable Quaker Biblical scholar Henry J. Cadbury
(1883-1974), afounder of the American Friends Service Committee and
Nobel Prize winner on behalf of the American Friends Service Committee.
Cadbury taught at Haverford (1910-1919 and 1954-1963) and Bryn

Mawr Colleges as well as Harvard Divinity School as Hollis professor of
divinity.

Preferred Citation note
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Haverford College Library, Haverford, PA, Special Collections, Quaker Collection, Henry J. Cadbury
papers, Coll. No. 1121
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The following is copied from an article by Steve Neal which appeared in the Philadel phia Inquirer of
October 9, 1974, at the time of Henry Cadbury's death:

Dr. Henry Joel Cadbury, one of America's most distinguished biblical scholars and afounder of the
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), died Monday evening in Bryn Mawr Hospital. He was 90.

According to afamily spokesman, Dr. Cadbury suffered a concussion after falling down a stairway in his
home at 774 Milbrook Lane, Haverford, earlier in the day. He never regained consciousness.

Most of Dr. Cadbury'slong life was devoted to humanitarian causes. As aleader of the American Friends
Service Committee (AFSC), he made significant contributions to the American peace movement and in
1947 accepted the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of that organization.

The American Friends Service Committee was proposed by Dr. Cadbury during a peace conference at
Winonalake, Ind., in 1915. Hisidea resurfaced two years later when the United States entered World
War |.

Although the Quakers opposed the war, they found, according to one historian, that "...they had become
too sophisticated to explain and justify this opposition in the simple terms of their forefathers. They
could no longer be simply against the use of violence, they must be for a society which was nonviolently
ordered throughout its structure. They needed, in the terms of William James, to find a moral equivalent
to war."

The AFSC was organized in April of 1917 to offer Quakers and young conscientious objectors "a service
of love in wartime." Dr. Cadbury, for some months, functioned as its chief executive with the help of one
secretary.

It soon established relief activitiesin France, Germany, Russia, Poland, Serbia, Hungary, and Austria. At
war's end, the AFSC began helping in Europe's reconstruction. Dr. Cadbury organized the feeding of 1
million German children aday during the summer of 1920.

Dr. Cadbury was born in Philadelphia on Dec. 1, 1883, the son of Joel and Anna Kaighn Cadbury. He was
graduated from Haverford College in 1903, then attended Harvard University where he received his Ph.D.

He returned to Haverford to teach biblical literaturein 1910. Dr. Cadbury generally was regarded as a
rising young professor until, in the fall of 1918, he spoke out against anti-German prejudices.

Americans, Dr. Cadbury charged, were carrying on an "orgy of hate" against Germans. He said that
"never in the history of his greatest arrogance did the Kaiser utter more heathenish and bloodthirsty
sentiments than those now current in some quarters of this country."

His statement made him a controversial figure. A large group of Haverford alumni demanded his
resignation. Newspapers charged that Dr. Cadbury was a German dupe. And the U.S. attorney's office
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threatened to arrest him on sedition charges. When Dr. Cadbury explained his viewsto U.S. Attorney
Francis Fisher Kane, the prosecutor dropped his case.

Resigns Post

But Dr. Cadbury, still under fire at Haverford, resigned his teaching position. While college
administrators said Dr. Cadbury was within his rights in making his public statements, they gave him little
support other than offering him along leave of absence.

He subsequently was hired by more tolerant administrators at Harvard, where he taught from 1919 to
1954, except for asix-year term at Bryn Mawr College (1925-1934). At Harvard he spent hislast 20 years
as Hollis Professor of Divinity, the oldest and one of the most prestigious academic chairsin the United
States.

Dr. Cadbury was a prolific writer. He wrote a column called "L etters & gt;From the Past” for the Friends
Journal and hundreds of articles on biblical subjects and the history of Quakerism. He was one of the
scholars who prepared the new Revised Standard Version of the Bible and was particularly noted for his
contributions to the books of Luke and Acts.

He wrote ten books of his own on religious subjects. One of these books, " George Fox's Book of
Miracles,” was the result of Dr. Cadbury's discovery, in 1932, of an unknown book left by the founder of
Quakerism.

Dr. Cadbury made the find while researching the Fox writings and papers at Friends House in London.
The manuscript had never been published. He later edited "The Narrative Papers of George Fox,"
published two years ago.

"Certain persons appear from time to time in history who possessin a high degree this peculiar capacity
of awakening faith and of carrying suggestive attitudes irresistibly into action,” Dr. Cadbury wrote.
"George Fox was in his day unquestionably a person of that type.”

Dr. Cadbury served as chairman of the AFSC from 1928 to 1934, and succeeded Rufus Jones, his brother-
in-law, as chairman in 1944, retiring in 1962. He served as honorary chairman from 1960 until his death.
Under Dr. Cadbury's leadership, the AFSC became involved in settlement houses, black schoolsin the
South, and depressed areas of Appalachia. In 1931, at the request of President Herbert Hoover, they fed
children of coal miners.

The AFSC remained in the coal fields after the food crisis was over, establishing schools, health clinics,
furniture making cooperatives, and recreation programs. For atime, during the 1930s, Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt donated all money earned by her radio talks to the AFSC for the coal fields. During World War
I1, Dr. Cadbury and the AFSC began working for such causes as fair housing, equal employment, and
school desegregation.
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Asaways, Dr. Cadbury spoke out against U.S. involvement in war.

"The longer thiswar iswaged,” he told the Race Street Forum in 1944, "the more badly conditioned we
are for making a good peace. Either we have victory without peace or peace without victory."

One member of the audience asked Dr. Cadbury, "How is it possible to negotiate with a Japanese who
would rather commit suicide than talk to you?'

The AFSC was active in post-war relief work in Germany, France, Italy, Finland, and Japan. In 1947 the
group was awarded the Nobel prize.

Before Dr. Cadbury flew to Oslo for the presentation ceremony, he was advised that he would need a full-
dress suit. Since he did not own one, and wasn't particularly anxious to buy a suit with tails, Dr. Cadbury
appeal ed to the Friends warehouse at 23d and Arch Sts. He managed to find one. It wasn't a perfect fit, but
with pressing, the suit was adequate for the occasion.

"All Want Peace'

In accepting the prize, Dr. Cadbury said, "The common people of all nations want peace. In the presence
of great impersonal forces, they feel individually helpless to promoteit. Y ou're saying to them today
that common folk - not statesmen, nor generals, nor great men of affairs - but just simple plain men and
women, like the few thousand Quakers and their friends, if they devote themselves to resolute insistence
on good will in place of force, can do something to build a better, peaceful world."

Dr. Cadbury told an interviewer, shortly after his 90th birthday, that while the Nobel Prize was a
tremendous honor, "the work of the Service Committee made more converts through action than the
Nobel Prize ever could.”

After retiring from Harvard, Dr. Cadbury moved back to Haverford. He lectured at Haverford College,
Temple University, and, for 12 years (1956-1968), was chairman of the board of directors at Bryn Mawr
College.

In hislast interview, Dr. Cadbury seemed optimistic about the future of American pacifism. "Vietnam
was more largely disapproved of than any other American war since the Mexican war. We can be more
hopeful for peace now, especially if there remains a strong moral tinge to our objections, not just an
economic or political one."

Dr. Cadbury received honorary degrees from the University of Glasgow, Haverford College, Whittier
College, Swarthmore College, and Howard University.

He was afellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and an honorary member of the Oxford
Society of Historical Theology. He was also a member of the American Oriental Society, the Society of
Biblical Literature and Exegesis, and the American Society of Church History.
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Heis survived by hiswife, the former Lydia C. Brown, to whom he was wed on June 17, 1916, two
daughters, Mrs. John K. Musgrave, of Ann Arbor, Mich., and Mrs. Martin Beer, of Haddonfield, N.J.,
two sons. Christopher Joel, of Clinton Corners, N.Y. and Warder Henry, of Albany, N.Y ., and nine
grandchildren.

Further information on thisline of the Cadbury family can be found in Henry Cadbury's Cadbury
pedigree : American section 1965 / With Sesqguicentennial memento, Haverford, Pa., 1965

Scope and Contents note

Principal correspondentsinclude: Lewis Benson, Catherine Drinker Bowen, Howard Brinton, William
Wistar Comfort, Elfrida Vipont Foulds, Olive Goodbody, Isabel Grubb, Muriel Hicks, Rufus M. Jones,
Arnold Lloyd, Edward Milligan, Russell Mortimer, Phillips Moulton, John L. Nickalls, Geoffrey Nuttall,
Norman Penney, Clarence Pickett, Isabel Ross, Charles Coleman Sellers, Rabindranath Tagore, and
Gilbert White.

Printed materials have been removed from this collection and may now be found in the pamphlet and
book collections. Removed also were microfilms and glass lantern slides, now in the microfilms room and
photo collection respectively.

Thereis an in-house Henry Cadbury bibliography, which isreferred to within the finding aid.

Scope and Content

Henry Cadbury gave some of his papers to the Swarthmore College Peace Collection because they were,
in hisopinion, related to peace. Many of his other papers are housed at Haverford College and some

are at Guilford College. The bulk of the Swarthmore holdings are manuscripts (1917-1967) for articles,
and notes (1917-1963) written for talks or taken at conferences, that deal with the subjects of war and
religion, particularly Quakerism, civil liberties, and pacifism. There isa small amount of correspondence
(1918-1974) in Series|ll. In Series 1V, asignificant amount of correspondence and reference material
pertains to teacher loyalty oaths, especially in Massachusetts (1935-1936, 1953). Other subjects treated
include conscientious objectors and war tax refusal. Cadbury's obituary, biographical news clippings, his
draft card from World War 1, and several printed articles written by him, are aso in this collection.

A description of the Swarthmore holdings follows this finding aid.
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Arrangement

Printed articles, manuscripts, and notes written by Cadbury were placed together in Series| by type of
document, in chronological order. The titles of these documents can be found in the checklist. Cadbury's
original files were preserved and often contain correspondence, reference material, and his own writing.
Most of these are in the subject file series, but some are in other series, depending on the predominant
kind of material within the file. There were many printed documents from the American Friends Service
Committee and from other groups for whom SCPC maintains collections. They were moved from the
Cadbury papers to these collections, with removal sheets to document the transaction. A large collection
of pamphlets was similarly placed in the Peace Collection pamphlet file. Newsclippings were saved only
if Cadbury's name appeared in them. Other collections of newsclippings about particular subjects were
noted on removal sheets and discarded.

Articles, books, book reviews, contributions to books, including forewords, introductions, chapters, etc.
arein boxes 1-18 and box 59;

Bible course notes are in boxes 19-28;
Correspondence isin boxes 29-35 and 59-60;
Lectures are in boxes 36-43;

Miscellaneous isin boxes 45 and 59-60;

Papers are in boxes 45-59;

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Haverford College Quaker & Special Collections

Conditions Gover ning Access hote

The collection is open for research use.

Restrictions

None

Conditions Gover ning Use note
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Copyright restrictions may apply. Please contact the Archives with requests for copying and for
authorization to publish, quote or reproduce the material.

Provenance
Giftsof Henry J. Cadbury, 1973, 1974

Accession Numbers: 73-303, -304; 74A-28, -70.
Additional giftswerereceived in 1974-75, 1977-79 and 1984..

Related M aterials

Related Archival M aterials note

Other collections containing material relating to Henry Cadbury include a separate addition to the Henry
Cadbury papers, boxes 61-74, aso collection no. 1121 and a section of the Jones-Cadbury papers,
collection no. 1172.

Separated Materials note

Reconsidering Quakerism and Quaker Education in Microforms Room.

Henry Cadbury's Haverford College senior thesis written in 1903 entitled "The Philosophy of Faith" is
available in the Haverford College archives.

Controlled Access Headings

Personal Name(s)
* Fox, George, 1624-1691
Subject(s)

* Bible. N.T. Luke
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* Quakers-History
» Society of Friends--Barbados

General note

The portion of the finding aid that is a checklist for microfilms was prepared by Martha P. Shane (April
1985)

General note

Henry Cadbury collected some materials which may have been used in his research. These may be found
in box 54 with other miscellaneous materials.

Bright, John to Joseph Green. 1887 5/20. ALS.

Trueblood, D. Elton. "The Thinking of American Youth." 1931. TS.

Peters, J.T. "A Report from the Friends Meeting of State College, PA., 1929-1930. TS.
"Sketch of Baron Francis Mercurius van Helmont's Connection with the Friends." TS.

L etters from the Hack family of Brighton, England, to Sarah Cadbury, re Friends relief work in Metz
(Germany). 1870. ALSS. ca. 15 items.

Wills of individuals, likely all Quaker, residing in Barbados. 18 certified wills; 6 typed copies of wills

General note

The abbreviation for Henry J. Cadbury, "HJC" is used throughout the finding aid.

The number of items given for a container of any type is approximate.
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Audio tapes made at Pendle Hill Monday Evening Lectures

Collection Inventory

othertype

The Thought of the early Christians: Source & information 1957 January 7. 1

othertype
. 2
Holy Spirit 1957 January 21.
3
Future 1957 January 28.
. . . 4
Object or intention 1957 February 11.
5
Lord Supper 1957 February 18.
: 6
Worship 1957 February 25.
7
Death of Jesus 1957 March 4.
Early Christian view of Jesus beginning 1957 March 11. 8
9

The Gospel of John 1964 January 27.
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Audio tapes made at Pendle Hill Monday Evening Lectures

othertype
10
The Gospdl of John 1964 February 10.
11
The Gospel of John 1964 February 17
12

The Gospel of John 1964 February 24

othertype

The Gospel of John 1964 March 9. 13

othertype

Letters of St. Paul 1964 April 13 14

othertype
. 15
Letters of St. Paul 1964 April 27
15
Letters of St. Paul 1964 May 4
16

Letters of St. Paul 1964 May 11
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Audio tapes made at Pendle Hill Monday Evening Lectures

othertype

Letters of St. Paul 1964 May 25 17

Quaker History (by Howard H. Brinton) 1965 January 11 18

othertype

Slavery & Race 1965 February 8 19

othertype

Economics, Relation between men and women. 1965 March 8 A0

othertype

The Bible 1965 April 6. e

othertype

The Bible Old Testament 1965 April 19 22

othertype
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Audio tapes made at Pendle Hill Monday Evening Lectures

23

Revelation 1965 May 3

othertype

11-17 1965 May 17 24

othertype

Revelation 1965 May 31 25

Mid Winter Institute. 1965 - 1966 26

othertype

Diversity in early Christians: Conflict between Christians and non-Christians 1966 27

January 10.

othertype

The Future 1966 January 24. 28

othertype
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Articles

29

Differences within Christian movements. 1966 February 14.

othertype
. 30
Social concern 1966 February 28.
- : 31
Characteristics of Jesus' thought 1966 April 18.
32

The Purpose of Jesus. 1966 May 8.

Box

(1910-1920): Box 1
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Articles

(1920-28):
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Articles
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Articles

(1930-35);
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1936-44);
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles




Henry J. Cadbury papers, 1910-1974 HC.Coll.1121

Articles
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Articles

(1950-50);
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1961-63):
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1964-67):
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1968-69):
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1970-71):

(1971-72):
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1973-74);
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

(1974 and no date): Box 13

Box

147. "One Good Friend and his Influence." T.Ms., 11 p. Published. 13

Scope and Contents note

See bibliography, 1974.

148. "The King's Missive." H.Ms., 16 p. Published. See bibliography, 1974. 13
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Articles

=
w

149. "Lexical Noteson Luke-Acts. X. T.Ms,, 8 p. [1974].

150. "Lexical Noteson Luke-Acts." H.Ms,, 6 p. [n.d.] 13

151. "The Cambridge Journal of George Fox and the West Answering to the North." 13

T.Ms, 8p. [n.d]

152. ["James Nayler?'] T.Ms., 14 p., first page missing. [n.d.] 13
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Articles

153. ["Loydty Oath"]. H.Ms,, 11 p. [n.d.] 13
. 13
["Censorship"]. H.Ms., 8 p. [n.d]
. 13
154. "The Lukan Authorship of Luke-Acts." T.Ms,, 26 p. [n.d.]
13

155. Book review of: The Theology of S. Luke by H. Couzelmann. H.Ms., 2 p.. [n.d.]

156. "The Apocaypse: an Appreciation.” T.Ms., 8 p. [n.d.]

157. "Good Friday Thoughts at Y early Meeting." H.Ms., 3 p. [n.d]

158. "The Relation of Jesus Christ to Spiritual Life." T.Ms. 8p.

159. "George Fox to Pieter Hendricks and Jan Claus." T.Ms., 6 p. [n.d.]
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Articles

=
w

160. "The Problem of the We Passages.” H.Ms., 35 p. [n.d.]

161. "Apocaypse and Roman Empire." H.Ms., 6 p. [n.d.] 13

162. Book review of: The Structure of Luke and Acts. T.Ms., 2 p. [n.d.] 13

=
w

163. "A Quaker Saint of Kent." H.Ms. 18p.

No date (no date): Box 14
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Articles
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Articles
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Articles

174. "Quaker Bibliographic Notes." H.Ms., 21 p. (n.d.) [n.d.]

175a. "The Disownment of Joel and Caroline Warder Cadbury"
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Articles
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Articles

Additionsto articles.
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Narrative Papers of George Fox
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The Narrative Papers of George Fox
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The Narrative Papers of George Fox

The Narrative Papers of George Fox
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The Narrative Papers of George Fox

Folder

Correspondence Folder|

Scope and Contents note

[only selected letters are highlighted]
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Bible Course Notes.

Folder

. : . . : Folder 11
1. Working notes for Narrative Papers... including: copies of |etters from the Spence older

Mss.; copy for thetitle page; foreword, introduction, list of illustrations and index; papers

re the marriage of George Fox and Margaret Fell Fox.
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Correspondence

Correspondence: 1908-1936: Box 29

Scope and Contents note

[The Cadbury correspondence arranged below is not a complete listing of all the letters
written by or to Henry Joel Cadbury; rather it is a selected group. The selections were
made on the basis of: 1) content and/or 2) author. In cases in which there were many
letters dealing with the same subject, e.g. the revision of Braithwaite's Beginnings of
Quakerism to which Cadbury wrote an appendix, the first letter on that subject is listed.
All letters are filed chronologically. Those written to Cadbury are integrated with those
written by Cadbury, rather than, for the latter case, alphabetically by recipient.]
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence

Correspondence: 1937-1943:
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence

Correspondence: 1944-1947:




Henry J. Cadbury papers, 1910-1974 HC.Coll.1121

Correspondence




Henry J. Cadbury papers, 1910-1974 HC.Coll.1121

Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence

Correspondence: 1948-1953:
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence

Correspondence: 1954-1959:
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence: 1960-1964:
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence

Correspondence: 1965-1974 and n.d.:
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Correspondence
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Lectures:
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Lectures:
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Lectures:
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Lectures:
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Lectures:
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Miscellaneous
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Miscellaneous




Henry J. Cadbury papers, 1910-1974 HC.Coll.1121




Henry J. Cadbury papers, 1910-1974 HC.Coll.1121

Papers

10 notebooks and notes of Study Circle, re Separation of 1827, including copy of minutes
of Philadelphia Y early Meeting, and pamphlet published in 1828. 1913-14, 1827,

22 notebooks

21 notebooks

24 notebooks

21 notebooks

1. Working notes, photostate, information, including copies of letters from the
Swarthmore Mss., contents, preface, list of illustrations, addenda and index entries for
George Fox's Book of Miracles. 2 folders
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Box

Box 45

Box 46

Box 47

Box 48

Box 49

Box 50
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Papers

Box
. . . - Box 51
Working notes (two folders), working paste-ups (1 folder) and minutes about compiling
lists for annual catalogues for George Fox's Annual Catalog.
Box 52

Materials dealing with John Woolman:
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Papers

Notes re John Woolman, including notes for John Woolman's Journal [by Phillips Box 53
Moulton, and John Woolman in England, also "[John Greenleaf] Whittier on
Woolman". 19717] 1971,

Box 54

Miscellaneous Papers:

Box

1. Reading lists, etc. for Quakerism course Box 55
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Papers

Box

1. Notes on people and places, including some Box 56

Scope and Contents note

[relating to Daniel Defoe]

28 notebooks Box 57
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Miscellaneous Papers:
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Papers

Box

1. Notes on George Fox's Journal text Box 59

Scope and Contents note

[used for "Influence of Fox's Journa™ in George Fox's Journal, 19637
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Additions.

Papers 1936-1973. 60.0 Items B;;X

Scope and Contents note

Articles, correspondence, including with Frederic Crownfield and John L. Nickalls, copy
for Cadbury's book, Friendly Heritage, reports of meetings on pacifism, including a visit
to President Kennedy in 1962, notes by and for Henry Cadbury and miscellaneous. For
greater detail, see table of contents which follows.
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Correspondence

Correspondence 12.0 Items
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Notes and Miscellaneous

Notes and Miscellaneous

Reports

Friendly Heritage

Box
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Items removed from collection no. 1121:

Box 60

1. Photocopies of correspondence, 1910-48; 1950-51; 1953-54; n.d.

Papers, 1910-1948; 1950-1951; 1953-1954; n.d. Arranged in box 60: 60

Scope and Contents note
Photocopies of originals at Harvard Divinity School.

Correspondence, 1910-48; 1950-51; 1953-54; n.d. Biographical information on
correspondents. Abstracts of some German letters.
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Items removed from collection no. 1121:
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Items removed from collection no. 1121:
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Papers at Swarthmore College Peace Collection




Henry J. Cadbury papers, 1910-1974 HC.Coll.1121

Personal

By Henry J. Cadbury

Collection)
Box

1
(Swarthmore
College
collection)

Printed articles
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By Henry J. Cadbury

1
(Swarthmore
College
collection)

Manuscripts
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By Henry J. Cadbury

1
(Swarthmore
College
collection)

Notes for speeches, etc., including the following topics:
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By Henry J. Cadbury
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Subject files

1
(Swarthmore
College
collection)
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Peace Literature and reference material




